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The main environmental & social problems in China’s large coal mine
construction and the countermeasures
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Abstract: Due to the fast industrialization and urbanization, the number of China’s large proposed coal mines in-
creases very fast in recent years. There are 144 environmental impact assessment reports which were submitted to
SEPA during 2001—2006. So how to reconcile the coal mine exploitation and the environmental & social problems
became urgent to China’ s sustainable development strategy. Based on the analysis of data in coal mine exploitation
field, it is pointed out that there are four main problems in the management of coal sector: the SEA ( Strategic En-
vironmental Assessment) lags behind the practical needs, the policy and policy unit is not clear, the migration is
neglected, ecological compensatory mechanism is absent. In regard to these problems, four countermeasures are
brought forward ; accelerating the execution of SEA, compartmentalizing typical zone for environmental manage-
ment, making resettlement in coal district more canonical, installing ecological compensatory mechanism in coal
mine industry.
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